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this little sect was torn, and the result of the overtures made to them 
by the Socinians. 

Deep religious feeling there was doubtless in those days ; the earn- 
estness and intensity that made men willing to die for the faith. But 
at the same time there were narrowness, bigotry, and a pettiness and 
quarrelsomeness which vented itself on the most absurdly inadequate 
causes. The spirit of the times showed itself especially in the fierce- 
ness and fanaticism with which church discipline was exercised, 
especially in the communion of the Baptists. To this fierceness and 
fanaticism modern laxness forms a somewhat regrettable, but perfectly 
natural, contrast. 

As we read of the troubles of both Socinians and Baptists, we can- 
not help feeling how lamentable in those days was the condition of those 
who happened to differ with their neighbors on religious questions, 
how pathetic was the sense of theological isolation with which they 
had to contend, and how much the present world with its freedom, and 
its sympathetic cooperation for practical ends of even widely separated 
creeds, owes to the pioneers of liberty of thought and toleration of 
religious belief in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

Abel H. Huizinga. 

FlSHKILL, N. Y. 

Martin von Gekstmann, Bischof von Breslau : Ein Zeit- und 
Lebensbild aus der schlesischen Kirchengeschichte des XVI. 
Jahrhunderts. Von Dr. J. Jungnitz, geistlicher Rat und 
Direktor des furstbischoflichen Diozesanarchivs in Bres- 
lau. Mit einem Bilde Gerstmanns. Breslau : G. P. Ader- 
holz' Buchhandlung, 1898. Pp. viii+535. M. 5.60. 

Dr. Jungnitz is director of the diocesan archives at Breslau. 
That there is a congruity between his station and his genius his publica- 
tions attest. These, by their frequency, show his pleasure in antiqua- 
rian research, and by their vivid accuracy his ability to combine facts 
extracted from dusty corners into living pictures. 

Silesia has long been a "debatable land." Breslau, since the mid- 
dle of the eleventh century the seat of an important bishopric, has 
been the center of its eventful history. Here, in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, within the shadow of its venerable cathedral, Lutheran and 
Romanist strove under such conditions that the issue was a long, a 
doubtful, and in the end a drawn battle. Where a struggle thus 
'stands upon razor's edge," the temper of the contestants is revealed. 
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And there did " Dominus Martinus Gerstmannus, Dei gratia episcopus 
Wratislaviensis, supremus per utramque Silesiam csesareus capitaneus." 
show what manner of man he was. To reproduce this great and wise 
churchman for us in a "Zeit- und Lebensbild" is the purpose of this 
octavo of more than five hundred pages. 

Into the making of this volume have come all that was reliable in 
previous publications, and a vast addition of material obtained from 
the three great collections of archives in Breslau itself, and from simi- 
lar collections at Ober-Glogau, Neisse, Dresden, Heidelberg, Lemberg, 
Cracow, Prague, Vienna, and Rome. These facts, from such diverse 
sources, are presented in a style without literary beauty, but in a com- 
bination so excellent that their tout ensemble is a definite and powerful 
presentation of the personality around which they gather. The 
"Bild," thus, is not a painting, but a mosaic. 

There are twenty-one chapters in the book : one-third biographical, 
the remainder detailed description. 

The biography is interesting. In his student life our youth 
had a "stipendium" from his native town, and this was afterward 
supplemented by the munificence of the wealthy scholar-merchant, 
Ulrich Fugger. He completed the curriculum of the university of 
Frankfort on the Oder, near his home. He then went to Padua to 
continue his studies ; and there he took his doctor's degree. He then 
hesitated between two pleasant alternatives : a visit to Rome to see 
Scipio's library, recommended by Dr. Simon Schardius ; or a visit to 
Constantinople, where a little Byzantine culture still lingered, with 
mayhap a trip to the peninsula of Athos, afterward Tischendorf's 
Athos, recommended by Demetrius, the Wallachian. But our ambi- 
tious graduate, like Buridan's ass, accepted neither alternative, but 
resigned his Protestantism, which had fulfilled its purpose with Fugger, 
returned to Breslau, and addressed himself to the ladder of church 
preferment. He worked himself up honestly by superabundantly fill- 
ing each office which he received, so that his competency for a higher 
one was suggested, till from an ordinary "custodian" of his cathedral 
he became its prince-bishop. His consuming zeal was rendered all the 
more consuming because of the prudential restraints under which it 
was forced to operate. He was too wise to carry on his opposition to 
Lutheranism by the always vulgar and not always possible persecution 
of his antagonists, and he undertook to strengthen his church by reform- 
ing it. In a brief decade he was worn out by his "sad," we might 
almost say his "grim," "sincerity." 
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Such is an outline of the narrative on which the larger part of the 
book is strung. Every office Gerstmann held, every function he per- 
formed, every building where he ministered, every event of which he 
was a part, every dignity and every emolument which he enjoyed, all 
are treated in a detailed discussion. By the multiplication of such 
excursus the biography becomes a thesaurus of mediaeval information. 
To such a thesaurus the index, though by no means scanty, is not suf- 
ficient. 

Gerstmann's connection with Poland, both at the convention of 
Lubin and at the elections which raised respectively Henry of Valois 
and, two years afterward, Stephen Batory to its throne, has furnished 
Dr. Jungnitz with opportunity to make valuable contributions to its 
complicated story. 

The chapters on the Breslau cathedral, its suburbs and services ; on 
the chapter, the diocesan synod, the religious bodies, and the state of 
religion in the jurisdiction generally, are choice reading for students 
of the Reformation era. 

The chapter on the clerical seminary, though interesting, disap- 
points by the slightness of its notice of the curriculum. The notices 
of secular education are more satisfactory. 

In conclusion we present an extract or two as specimens of the 
interesting lore obtainable in this laborious compilation. In the 
chapter on "Liturgies" Dr. Jungnitz tells us that in a "Liber Agen- 
darum," compiled at the beginning of the fourteenth century, "the 
baptismal rite was the same for infants and adults, and it only recog- 
nized immersion ; in the case of children too delicate to be brought to 
church for baptism, a shorter formulary was allowed, but even in this 
case immersion was prescribed." With this "Agenda" the "Book of 
Ritual" published in 1499 essentially agreed. "In the baptismal serv- 
ice, however, infusio is already prescribed, and in a concluding note 
appears the beginning of the gospel of John, and this rubric, ' Place 
the gospel before the face of the child, as if to make it kiss it.' " 

In the chapter on Gerstmann's temporal authority we are told : " It 
was his duty not to permit in the neighborhood the existence of the 
two recognized confessions of people who professed and propagated 
other than Catholic doctrines, and to uproot all sectaries, Anabaptists, 
Schwenkfelders, and Calvinists. This made frequent calls upon him, 
for Anabaptist ideas had found a congenial soil in Silesia, and held 
their ground in spite of persecuting legislation. Even Rudolph II. 
found it necessarry to issue a further edict against ' this damnable sect 
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who had secretly crept in numbers into Silesia.' He enacted that its 
adherents should be proceeded against vigorously in the courts of the 
locality where they should be arrested, brought thence to the part from 
whence they came, admonished to an obedient and Christian behavior, 
and, if need be, submitted to some punishment by dipping [mit gesenk- 
licher Straff belegt werden solten]. If a man should obstinately cling 
to this sect, or exile himself on its account, his property was to be 
alienated to the advantage of his children, or, if there were no chil- 
dren, or if these should also be Anabaptists, the property should pass 
in usufruct to the next of kin until the sectary renounced his errors. 
Only those who were generally reputed Anabaptists should be so 
treated." R. Kerr Eccles. 

Bowling Green, 
Ohio. 

Deutsche Geschichte im Zeitalter der Gegenreformation. 
Von Gustav Wolf. I. Band. Berlin : Oswald Seehagen's 
Verlag, 1898, 1899. Pp. xvi+789. M. 26. 

As this is only the first volume of a series, and as it deals chiefly 
with the history of Germany at the beginning of the period which is 
to be studied in the later portions, I cannot judge of the entire work. 

The volume is divided into three parts. The author calls the first 
part "general." It seems to me somewhat too general. The author 
says that he has thought it well to avoid details, and make a critical 
portraiture of the earlier period in its broader outlines only. He has 
carried out his design, but the design itself leaves something to be 
desired. 

The first part of the volume falls into three sections. The first 
section treats of the constitution of the German empire in the period 
of the Reformation ; the second, of the Catholic church before the 
council of Trent ; and the third, of the evangelical church of Germany 
at the death of Luther. The first section contains much more of 
new material than the others. In the second and third the tend- 
ency of the author to indulge in rather vague generalizations, with- 
out illustrative examples, is strongly marked ; but it is far too 
conspicuous even in the first, where the best work is done. Not a few 
important questions are left unanswered. How many German states 
were there ? How many free imperial cities ? What differences of 
authority are represented by the various titles of archduke, grand 
duke, margrave, landgrave, and palatine ? What proportion of the 



